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       We should remember that the Pashtuns are the largest ethnic group in
Afghanistan. Of course, many of them did support the Taliban. But you
cannot equate all Pashtuns with the Taliban. 
~Ahmed Rashid

The key to breaking the Taliban taboo against women and the cultural
brainwashing that the Taliban imposed upon many Afghans is to get
women back into the workforce. 
~Ahmed Rashid

There's a sense of desperation in Afghanistan because of the lack of
funding and the fact that the U.S. only has a one-track military strategy.
It doesn't have an economic and political game plan. 
~Ahmed Rashid

I think within a year or so, perhaps, if 9/11 had not happened, in
Afghanistan would have been a very broad-based general uprising
against the Taliban. 
~Ahmed Rashid

[Mullah Omar] gave himself this religious title. So it was something that
all those people there who swore an oath of loyalty to him as a religious
leader could not easily get rid of. 
~Ahmed Rashid

The idea of a permanent U.S. military presence in Afghanistan, as
opposed to an economic presence, is going to create a new wave of
hostility toward the United States. 
~Ahmed Rashid
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