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When I'm in Italy on a Friday night, my first supper there is a big bowl of
fresh pasta and a glass of local wine, sitting outside. There's nothing
better.

Gardening is, apart from having children, the most rewarding thing in
life

Be kind to your garden and be gentle on your back!

| am partly to blame for the decking boom, and | am sorry, | know it?s
everywhere these days.

Don't overdo the booze especially while flying - just because it's there
doesn't mean you need to drink it. Everything in moderation.

| never get bored of my wife. It's lovely.

I've covered a lot of the British countryside and the UK from top to
bottom and side to side. It's such a pity more people don't appreciate
what's on their doorstep.

Depends on the evening. A good red wine is nice in cold weather. A
Claret or a Rioja. I've got a good gin we make from damson plums. And
you can't beat a glass of champagne every now and again.

I'm a big fan of the Queen. She carries herself well, as does the Prince
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of Wales, despite getting lots of stick.

| get nice letters, but really | have no idea. | just try to enthuse people.
You've been married for 31 years.

People think cruises are for old folk, but they are amazing, as you get to
see so many places, and you're never stuck as you're docked in a
different port every day.

It's never much fun at school - it's just dates. Then as you get older, for
some reason, you get more interested.

Alan Bennett and Judi Dench are amazingly talented people who don't
let you down when you meet them.

Always take much less than you think you'll need.

| think | was always realistic - well, not the Percy thing, that was
ridiculous - but | never dreamed of being a racing car driver or anything.

You hope people won't be tricky or miserable. If you're in public life, it's
important not to be. If someone says, 'l like your programme, thank
you,' you should be grateful. | am. Why be nasty?

| love Paris for its wide boulevards and cafes, and Rome for the ancient
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history, as seen at the Forum.
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