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More than most, | know the pain of surviving.
Possessiveness isn't love. I'm not even sure it qualifies as an emotion.

I'll always want him. Until every sun goes dark in every sky, until | am
nothing more than long-forgotten cosmic dust, | will want him. And even
then | suspect my particles will long for his.

Because | love you.' It was easy to say it this time now that |
understood what it meant. Then | quoted his own words back to him.
‘Not just when it's easy. All the time.

Sometimes the past needed to stay buried; it was the only way you
could move on. And sometimes you had to dig it up, because that too
was the only way.

A huntress never stabbed anything she didn't want to.

Maybe | was just one of those people who couldn't rest easy unless
things went catastrophically wrong.

Most people can't stomach silence; it provides too much opportunity to
think about things they prefer to avoid.

| think people can be trusted to know what makes them unhappy.
Maybe we don't always know what we want exactly, but we can usually
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say what we don't with a fair amount of specificity.
She carries chaos like an overcoat.

Time is fluid, so the moments where everything feels perfect pass in a
wink, and those where you're on your knees in despair drag on like the
death of a thousand cuts.

My skill didn't lie in planning battles, only in fighting them.

I've lost so many people. Some | left on purpose and never looked
back. Some were taken from me, and | never said good-bye.

Don't let them see you weak.

Sometimes when you meet someone, there's a click. | don't believe in
love at first sight but | believe in that click. Recognition.

| felt like the blonde in every horror movie who hears a noise in the
basement and goes to investigate alone. Sometimes you smell the
stupid all around you, but you step in it anyway.

Sometimes broken things heal crooked. The pieces didn't fit anymore.

You don't know what it's like to be alone until you've had someone
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inside your head.
Sometimes | miss the old me.
Once exposed, a secret loses all its power.

People try to make sense of things, and if they don't know the answers,
they make them up,because for some, a wrong answer is better than
none.

If | ever win you," he said, anger bright in his pale eyes, "it will be
because you want me more. Not because he's gone. I'm nobody's
second best.

While sight may deceive you, touch rarely does.

Caring too much could be dangerous; | saw that now. But the
alternative was no better.

But courage wasn't an absence of fear; it was fighting despite the knot
in your stomach.

Love sounded terrible if it made you so weak, you couldn't survive with
out it.
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Because it takes more courage to heal the world's hurts than to inflict
them.

Did he die well?" No, | thought. Nobody did. They just died.

For love to flourish there has to be trust. Promises don't matter as much
as personal choice.

Don't worry he tells me tenderly. It doesn't matter who you've been,
who you are, or who you become. I'm with you every step of the way.

Beyond, the unknown lay before us once more, and another impossible
task. The four of us emerged from the earth and turned our steps west,
toward the last hope for Salvation.

A divided heart offers a strange sensation.

This is not a love story. It is my life, and as such, there is love, loss,
war, death, and sacrifice. It's about things that needed to be done and
choices made. | regret nothing.

| couldn't help what I'd done before | learned it was wrong. | could only
do better in the future.

Like most, | was a mix of good and bad, anger and protectiveness,
kindness and pride. But right now, | had only strangled fear and the
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promise of revenge.

| always have someplace else I'd rather be, even if | don't know where
that is, yet.

How can you miss someone whao's right beside you?

Stalkers lips curled into a sneer. "You won't make a move without him,
huh? That's embarrassing.” "No," | said softly. "It just hurts because you
wish it was you.

Brown bird welcomes white wave. Wander no more, dear traveler.

We stood back-to-back, blocking and striking in harmony; sometimes it
felt like his arms and legs were an extension of me. | could count on
him to keep them off me from behind.

| think my head's a minefield strewn with triggers, and maybe if |
survive each explosion, what emerges from the wreckage will be me,
really, truly me.

He was the heat of a fire and the sweetness of the moon I'd only just
met.

I'm not sick, Deuce. You don't know your own charm." My charm? |
hadn't been aware | had any. It must be the dress, | thought.
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Yet sometimes being a friend meant letting people do things that hurt,
like putting distance between you, just because it made them happy.

My body was a machine, plain and simple. | worked it to stay strong; |
fed it to keep it running.

If you don't tell me what's on your mind, | can't guess

You don't need to be afraid of falling // when there's someone around to
catch you.

Lifea€never gave me a chance to be soft.

I'm sick of asking questions everyone else already knows the answers
to.

| never knew | had the power to hurt him, only that he possessed the
power to hurt me.

Men can be very stupid. We cease to value what we have until it's
gone, and only then do we realize the gold we glimpsed in distant hills
pales as dross compared to treasure we had in hand.

There's a hollow where he used to be, and it echoes with self-imposed
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loss.

It's easy to do right when everything goes right. But let everything go
wrong, and see how difficult it becomes.

| don't like anyone knowing anything about me that | didn't choose to
tell them.

Sometimes you find your heroes in the unlikeliest places.
He would bear scars because of me, as | carried them for him.

You ever have that feeling? Like you've known someone your whole life
but you don't know them at all.

Most people weren't aware enough to fear the things that could really
hurt them.

I'd never known it was possible to love as he dida€” with complete
devotion yet devoid of promises.

He has to take me as | am, broken bits and all.

People stay together and stay true only as long as they both want to.
And all the promises in the world don't change the length of time.
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Nothing comes with a guarantee.

We find heroes, not on battlefields, but in hospitals that tend the injured.
Sometimes | think it's easier to fight than it is to heal.

Just . . . love me, and let tomorrow look after itself.

Men always want to be remembered whereas women realize that
requires being dead.

We're bound by chains of love, but they don't weigh us down. Instead,
they allow us to be bigger and better than we are.

My heart should be breaking, too, but there comes a point when you're
so inured to loss that you no longer feel the lash.

| wanted proof, not promises.
Love can make us do dreadful things.

There are quiet ways to die where the body just doesn't notice that the
heart is gone.

I'm as forgiving as the wall you hit at two hundred kilometers an hour.
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There's a reason | hate jigsaw puzzles. | don't have the patience to find
all the border pieces, especially when they're all the same shade of

gray.

We're broken in complementary ways, thus rendering our damage
comprehensible to each other.

After people have gone, you forget their faults, and you recall the ideal
more than the person.

Survival feels like cowardice.

Dying isn't like living; it requires no effort at all.

His reply offers infinite solace in a single word. Always.
I'm Sirantha Jax, and | have had enough.

Here in the enclave, one didn't prosper by demonstrating too much
independent thought.

| imagine the ones we've lost as ghosts who prowl about the edges of
the light, waiting for us to join them. Sometimes that's terrifying, and
sometimes it's reassuring, a promise of homecoming.
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He'd said the sun could burn me. It certainly looked angry enough, all
orange and glowing mad.

Are you afraid of falling, baby? No, I'm afraid of landing. [He's laughing,
and I'm smiling.] Stupid idiot smile, don't you know what comes next?

| never belonged anywhere until | met you.

Sometimes it felt as if all happiness came at a price. You could never,
ever, have perfection. Life gave you beauty so you could bear the pain.

His lashes, fluttered like butterfly wings. "I could've made you happy,
dove." "You did," | whispered

With a polite smile, | decided she was insane.

Not just when its easy. All the time.

For peace to take hold, one person must first stop fighting.
With my partner beside me, | fear nothing, not even death.

| so enjoy it when people assume I'm stupid.” "Not that, just very
focused on killing.
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If so, | couldn't imagine how the opposite gender managed to get out of
bed in the morning. They might be lovely to look at, but clear thinking
wasn't their strong point.

My heart raced. He needs you, | thought. Don't let him down. | couldn't
remember ever being so happy... or so scared.

What was the good of having such a fine home if you weren't willing to
fight for it?

In the enclave, the strong and the physically perfect survived, but if you
were strong, you protected the weak until they had an opportunity to
grow into their own power.

People grew lazy. They knew too many blessings, and so lost the ability
to appreciate what they had

Beautiful. And ugly. The world is always both.
Every army has a beginning, no matter how humble.

But it was like a dance across a field strewn with razors, and | bled with
every step | took.

But wishes were empty thoughts, cast down a dark hole. They didn't
come true unless you worked for them. I'd learned that about the world,
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if nothing more.

He's worth fighting for, but | won't change who | am for any man. No
more than he should alter himself to suit me.

He went in, lean and deadly, and ended the creature with a
lightning-fast spike of his blade. It shrieked, likely altering the rest. The
death call carried like a mournful song.
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