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In our town there was a Gestapo officer who loved to play chess. After
the occupation began, he found out that my father was the chess
master of the region, and so he had him to his house every night.

One thing must be avoided at all costs: narrow-mindedness, pedantry,
dull pettiness.

Reality is as thin as paper and betrays with all its cracks its imitative
character.

Could it be that time is too narrow for all events? Could it happen that
all the seats within time might have been sold? Worried, we run along
the train of events, preparing ourselves for the journey.

Lifelessness is only a disguise behind which hide unknown forms of life.

My ideal goal is to "mature" into childhood. That would be genuine
maturity.

Now the windows, blinded by the glare of the empty square, had fallen
asleep. The balconies declared their emptiness to heaven; the open
doorways smelt of coolness and wine.

Under the imaginary table that separates me from my readers, don't we
secretly clasp each other's hands?
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And one's wandering proved as sterile and pointless as the excitement
produced by a close study of pornographic albums.

The days hardened with cold and boredom like last year's loaves of
bread. One began to cut them with blunt knives without appetite, with a
lazy indifference.

This enraged the other Nazi so much that the next morning he came to
our house and he shot my father.
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