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Now climb, young grasshopper, so your Kung Fu won't be weak.
Black hair, angelic face, and devil eyes.

Strawberry Shortcake called, she wants her outfit back

First rule of bodyguard detail: know where your 'body' is at all times.
If the sky could dream, it would dream of dragons.

The decorator of Las Colimas must have been a great admirer of both
early Aztec and late Taco Bell architectural styles.

I'm welding the bimbo room shut.

She can tell you the height of the attacker from the trigonometry of the
blood spatter, while I'm fuzzy on what trigonometry is.

| had forgotten that talking to you is like trying to pet a cactus." Saiman
said dryly. "Thank you for reminding me." "Always happy to oblige.

Your headlights don't scare me.

What do you mean fainted? Took a dive, kissed the pavement.
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Swooned like a southern belle after her first kiss. Had a dreadful case
of the vapors.

An evil spark flared in his eyes. "Trade: raccoon for some answers.
Kate Daniels, deadly swordmaster. Fear my twitching pinkie.

You slept with Curran and you didn't tell me? I'm your best friend.a€-
a€celt didn't come up.a€- a€ceHow disappointing for you.a€+ Ha-ha.
a€meThat's not what | meant.

Next to me, Saiman smiled. "We all want what we can't have, Kate. |
want you, you want love, and he wants to break my neck.

Juke glanced into her cup before tipping it down to her mouth. "Screw
you!" "Now come on, sugar, you know | don't swing that way."
"Whatever!

Nothing kills a party like an oversize metal hedgehog.

It was the kind of sword that would make a lifelong pacifist look for tall
boots and a hat with feathers.

Cats randomly refuse to follow orders to prove they can.
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Ve haf vays of making you gif us your DNA sample.

Rumors said that if he got drunk enough, he sometimes got his jollies
by stripping naked and scaring hikers out in the Broken into thinking he
was Bigfoot.

Crazy Curran ranked right up there with monsoons, tornadoes,
earthquakes, and other natural disasters.

| gave him my best cryptic smile. He did not fall down to his feet, kiss
my shoes, and promise me the world. | must be getting rusty.

The pervert." "He prefers to think of himself as sexual deviant."
"Semantics.

On the other hand it was bad manners to look a gift horse in the mouth.
Even if you're getting it from an overweight cracker in a fringe shirt.

The monster licked his lips, long lines of whiskers twitching, and spoke
in a deep growl. "Pretty, aren't I?" Curran. In midform. | broke from his
gaze. "Adorable.

He stepped forward, took a deep breath, and doubled over in a
sneezing fit. My werewolf was allergic to tortoises. Why me?

Put your badass face on and follow me.
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Whatever storm was brewing, I'd find it and fight it. If it was the price of
being with Curran, then | would pay it. He was worth it.

When you walk a dog on a short leash, she's close enough to bite you.

What's with the cute shoelace on your head?" "What this?" He flicked
the end of the cord with his finger. "Yeah. Rambo called, he wants his
bandana back.

You fellows ever thought of hiring out as a Christmas lights crew?
You'd make a fortune.

Let's talk.&€+ | pinned Red to his chair with my stare. | did deranged
quite well, when the occasion required.

Sure, | didn't weigh a hundred and ten pounds , but my narrow waist let
me bend and | could break a man's neck with my kick.

Some men were handsome. Some were powerful. Curran
was...dangerous.

He caressed my cheek. "You came for me," | whispered. "Always," he
told me.
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I'm secure enough in myself to wear panties with bows on them.
Besides, they are comfy and soft." "I bet." He almost purred. | gulped.

You should name him Fezzik." "Inconceivable.

you might want to decide fast. We live in a dangerous world. If you see
a chance to be happy, you have to fight for it, so later you have no
regrets.

Andrea: "....| think a dog is a great idea. | just never pictured you with a
mutant poodle.a€- Kate: a€ceHe isn't a poodle. He's a Doberman mix."
Andrea: a€ceAha. Keep telling yourself that.

Your ability to remain alive never ceases to amaze me.

| looked at him. "You really need to work on your threats. | can't tell if
you're threatening me or inviting me for tea.

He lunged for the maps. | grabbed the chair and hit him with it. He went
down. | hit him again to make sure he stayed that way, stepped over
him, and picked up the maps. "l win.

In diplomacy, like in great many other things, the rules of engagement
survive only until one remarkable person decides to break them.

The rabbis paled. I'd managed to terrify holy men. Maybe | could beat
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up a nun for an encore.

Ready to put your claws where your mouth is, or are you going to
cringe behind the big boys and yip all day?" His eyes flared yellow "Is
that a challenge?" "Yes it is.

What's that?" "That's my attack poodle.

Everybody has something, that one thing they must do to feel happy. |
think this is yours, and | want you to be happy. You don't have to do it,
but it's here if you choose to come back to it.

Well, check this out. Mine is bigger.

He'd laugh in my face, then I'd slice him to ribbons and then he'd break
my neck

Half-man, half-beast, all nightmare. The shapeshifter warrior form.

Morfran thrust his axe straight up. He pretty much seemed to have one
sign for everything: poke a hole in the sky.

Go to the Black Sea, meet new people, see beautiful places, get killed
by a mutant carnivorous kangaroo goat. One item off my bucket list.
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Her face looked like it would shatter any second.

| just had to stay cool. Zen. No punching in the face. Punching would
not be Zen.

Every woman should be told she's attractive. Men are seduced by their
eyes, women by their ears." Saiman

Is there a cookie at the end of this lecture? ... | got a cookie after all ...
Dear god, the cookie was poisoned.

Had records so stellar, they had to lock their resumes in a drawer at
night, so the golden light streaming from the pages wouldn't keep them
awake.

Just reflecting on the fact that when the Universe punches you in the
teeth, it never just lets you fall down. It kicks you in the ribs a couple of
times and dumps mud on your head.

You know what | like about you? You have no sense. You sit here in my
house, you can barely hold a spoon, and you're telling me 'no'. You'd
pull on Death's whiskers if you could reach them.

Now was not a good time, but we didn't often get to chose the time to
repay our debts.
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This is payback, isn't it?" Jim glared at me. "Don't be ridiculous," | told
him. "As the Consort of the Pack, I'm far above petty revenge.

Cajun stomp?" "You heard me, swamper. And keep your hands to
yourself.

| can't give you the white picket fence, and if | did, you'd set it on fire.
| make a bad mom, but | can pull off a crazy aunt.

Every time | think you've reached the limits of arrogance, you show me
new heights. Truly, your egotism is like the Universea€”ever expanding.

If you come back to me, I'll never leave you", | whispered into the furry
ear. "I'll make you all the pies you could ever eat.

Your master plan has holes big enough to drive a truck through.

It was the kind of place you went when your earthly troubles became
too much for you and you were looking for a creative way to commit
suicide.

You sure you don't need your Prince Charming to come and save you?"
The knot in my stomach evaporated. My Prince Charming huh. "Sure,
do you have one handy?
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Grandpa?" Declan raised his eyebrows. "We keep him in the shed out
back," Jack said helpfully. "So he doesn't eat dog brains.

Great, now I've turned into a manga character who repeated everything
everyone said.

Aha," Andrea said. "I'm going to ignore that you just referred to yourself
as 'sugar woogums'.

Yes | can,a€+ Curran snarled. &€ceListen: this is me telling you what
you will not do.&€- | raised the cookbook and tapped him on the nose.
Bad cat.

Screwy," | said. "Is that a medical term?" "Of course.

Now Julie could stay here, in the Keep full of homicidal maniacs who
grew teeth the size of switchblades and erupted into a violent frenzy
when threatened.

He said, 'Yeah, but will | get chicks? In truckloads?
Had he expected me to hump her leg?

Jealous of the actors now, are we?" "What, of some fancy boy on the
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screen? Inconceivable." Oh, this was going to be good.
He referred to you as his little snack." "He's a sweetie.
Oh no, is it naked time?

What do you do to your hair?" "Dust, hair gel, and a little gun oil." "Ever
thought of patenting the recipe?" "No.

Curran struck at my wrist. His fingers were cat-quick, but | had spent
my life honing my reflexes, and he missed. a€ceWell, look at that.&€e |
studied my free wrist. &€ceDenied. Good-bye

You snore worse. At least | don't turn into a lion in my sleep.” "l only did
it once." "Once was weird enough, thank you.

Getting a lecture on restraint from the woman who threw a hissy fit and
blew up Babylon.

In there?' She nodded. 'You want us to go into the tortoise?' Another
nod. 'lt's alive." Another nod.

Nice plan. Take the gullible outsiders, walk them around for a bit, then
feed them to the giant tortoise.
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One look at Rebecca and Aunt B would have an instant apoplexy.
Raphael's eyebrows furrowed. &€ceMy mother's approval isn't
necessary.a€e Aha. a€eeDoes she know that?

If you don't explain it all to me, | might strangle somebody." Of course,
Raphael might like that.

The Oracle rose. As one, the three witches bowed. "See?" Bran jerked
his thumb at the three women. "That's how a woman should treat a
man. Next time you see me, | want you to do just like them.

Every handsome man had a flaw. It was just her luck that in William's
case that flaw was lunacy.

The dark scary servant of all evil was on his way to rescue me.
Somehow that thought failed to make me warm and fuzzy.

You know anything about investigative work?" "Sure. Annoy the people
involved until the guilt party tries to make you go away.

He raised his hand in a peaceful gesture. "You need to relax a bit,
dove. Like Mouse over there. You trust me, don't you, Mouse?" "Nope!"
"Ahhh, I'm hurt. Nobody likes me.

What kind of shapeshifter has orange fur anyway?" "Weredingo." Now
I'd seen everything. Well, at least he didn't steal my baby.
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| sighed and put Slayer between the front seats. "Stay here. Guard the
car." Saiman shut the door. "Is the sword sentient?" "No. But | like to
pretend it is.

Your date appears to be hysterical," Rene told me. "You think | should
slap some man into him?

Just once | want it to be easy and neat. But no, there is never a good
decision. | pick what | can live with.

Kate Daniels, trained negotiator. When in possession of some valuable
information, give it away to the first sexy man you see with no
guarantee of return.

The idiot had shot their own dog. That's what happened when the
destructive potential of a man's weapons exceeded his intelligence.
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