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Friendship is a strange animal. It only thrives in voluntary enjoyment of
each other's company, in the pleasure of nonobligatory connection. |
repeat: You owe me nothing.

Thank God for my hobgoblin, small-minded consistency.

I've always subscribed to the notion that a writer always has something
else to say, and the more you write, the more you have to write about,
because the act of writing is self-generating.

Sometimes | think of blogging as finger exercises for a violinist;
sometimes | think of it as mulching a garden. It is incredibly useful and
helpful to my "real" writing.

Another benefit is that the more | blog, the more | maintain and develop
a first-person voice, which translates into a much greater ease with
writing personal essays.

Although the point of blogging is that it doesn't pay, | often steal from
my blog for paid publication. I've based several magazine essays on
blog posts, as well as an entire book.

Turning the blog into a book was extremely difficult, a tremendous
amount of sustained, hard work. Blogging is easy; writing a book is
difficult.
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