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And I'd choose you; in a hundred lifetimes, in a hundred worlds, in any
version of reality, I'd find you and I'd choose you.

| get that you're scared and that you've been hurt. But doing what is
easy and safe is no way to live, and a life without passion and love is so
far beneath what you deserve.

My life is a black hole of boredom and despair." "So basically you've
been doing homework." “Like | said, black hole.

...sometimes | get tired. Sometimes | get bored. And sometimes all |
want, more than anything else in the world, is to go on a freaking date.

I'm fine." It's a lie. | am not fine. My head is a symphony of pain, a
sadistic master maestro conducting an opus of excruciating,
devastating perfecting.

Streams of melting snow.

Why does everyone keep asking me that?" Seriously, did | look like
some sort of pyscho assassin? Maybe it was the pink sneakers. Or the
heart earrings?

She stared at him in that vapid, intoxicated way employed only by
women under a vamp's control. Or the way | sometimes got when faced
with cupcakes. Mmm. Cupcakes.
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Good luck trying to force Evie to do anything else once she has made
up her mind. She is the definition of a stubborn, headstrong
teenager.a€+ a€ceAnd you love me for it.a€s a€cel do.

What do you think? Does this face make me look fat?

You cannot control faeries. Can. Not. They aren't logical or rational.
They don't obey the same laws (physical, social, emotional, traffic - you
name it) that we do.

The only life | want is one with you.

| guess | can't blame him for feeling bitter. Going from being the terror
of Bulgarian nights to a janitor would kinda suck

| hate the vamp jobs. They think they're so suave. It's not enough for
them to slaughter and eat you like a zombie would. No, they want to be
all sexy, too. And trust me: vampires? Not. Sexy.

Jack might look my age, but he was like a little kid on a sugar high --- in
need of a good spanking. --- Good heavens, that sounded creepy.

Guy's a psychopath,even by vampire standards. And that's saying
something.

Silver knives! Painful and sometimes deadly to all paranormals!'
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‘Tasey!" | counterd 'Hot pink and sparkly!

Being dead wasn't supposed to hurt. Where was the fairness in that? If
| was dead, the least the universe could do was make it painless

If he wakes up, | swear I'll do anything. I'll open gates, I'll help all the
paranormals, I'll never judge people wearing Crocs again. Just let him
wake up. Please.

Planning is not my friend. Impulse is.

Eyes like streams of melting snow,a€- she said, and it was all | could
do not to roll my melting snow eyes.

You'll be fine, just some minor burns and hypothermia, which was kind
of hard to explain.

What a lovely balance. Lend shows whatever he wants the world to see
and you see through whatever the world wants to show you.

Oh relax." | waved my hand dismissively. "If he wanted to kill me, he
already would have. | brought him all these sharp pencils, ideal for
stabbing, and he's been a perfect gentleman.

My heart is sand and Orion's cruel tide has washed it away from me,
scattered it, lost it.
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Boys suck. Even when they have perfect blue eyes and ridiculously
cool trucks. Maybe especially then.

I'd tell him, though. Soon. Soonish. Eventually.
You stink like a faerie, all flowers and sunshine and evil manipulation.

Wait, so am | allowed to put my shirt back on? Or did you want me to
remove my pants, too?

Wake up,' a voice like water rippling over rocks whispered in my ear.

That's more like it. You're much prettier when you aren't talking. True of
most people, I've found.

We sat down and Lend put his arm around me. Every single jaw at the
table dropped. "Man," John said, shaking his head. "All this time | was
pretty sure you were gay.

He saved me. He freaking electrocuted himself to save me. I'm gonna
be there when he wakes up so | can tell him thanks.

Leave it to a boy to make the Faerie Realms look like a dump.
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Fun-run" indeed,what a misnomer. That'd be like saying "calm gremlin”
or "pleasant hag." Or 'entertaining history textbook.

|l&€"What on earth just happened?a€e a&€ceWell, nothing on Earth,
obviously.

No worries.You go save the world.I'm gonna finish getting a cavity.

Can | take a rain check? Weekends are busy for me." He shrugged, his
perma smile back in all its dimpled glory. "You'd probably figure out a
way to nearly get killed, anyway.

You seem to forget that I'm Evie's legal guardian.” "And you seem to
forget that there's absolutely nothing legal about your guardianship,
considering all the documents were forged.

You just can't help topping your own levels of crazy,can you?

He scowled at me."You aren't any fun." "Party pooper
extraordinaire,that's me.

Miss Lynn came around the corner of the row of lockers,glaring
daggers. No, daggers would be too delicate a weapon for her.Glaring
sledgehammers was probably more appropriate.

We linked handsa€”my ex-boyfriend, my boyfriend, and my former
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friend-then-enemy-then friend and I&€”and walked through a door to
see if maybe empty carbs were good for something after all.

Are you Evelyn Green?a€e a€ceSort of. Mostly. | mean, legally. Again,
sort of.

-'l don't see what good it's going to do for you to waltz back in there
and--' -'Can | tango back in there, instead? So much sexier than the
waltz.

What's the point in hating something if you aren't proactive?

It's really over, isn't it?a€+ He laughed and pulled me into his lap.
a€ceThat's the beauty of it all. Nothing's over. It's just a new start.

You know, they say when someone keeps making excuses to say your
name it means they like you.

You wonderful girl. I've missed you so much.a€« a€ceWell, now that
we're both unemployed fugitives, think of how much time we'll have to
hang out!

| kind of wish they'd shut up,a€- Jack said. &€ceDude, true dat,a€- Lend
answered. Jack nodded solemnly. &€ceFor serious.

He's just a little unbalanced and lonely." He put his arms around my
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waist, frowning. "Can't he be lonely and unbalanced around someone
else's girlfriend?" "I'll suggest it.

This particular type of human carries weapons slightly more lethal than
your beloved pink monstrosity

I'll see you in your dreams, okay, stupid?

The Light Queen's voice stilled the turbulent waves of my soul, singing
calm and grace to every fiber of my being. Neamh. Ah, there, | was
pissed off again

Be careful. | wouldn't want anything to happen to the worst Spanish
student in the history of the language.a€- | laughed. &€ceNo problemo.

| thought I'd learn a few new words, but the men were too shocked to
even swear this time.

Reth looked exasperated. &€ceWhen is something ever not wrong in
your life?a€e | frowned. &€ceThat's my line.

I'd been fighting for this relationship since the day | first saw his water
eyes.

| so owed Arianna, that undead little genius.
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Well, that's interesting,a€. | said. a&€oeWhat's interesting?a€e Jack
called from the other room. &€ceSomething is interesting?a€e Lend
shouted. a€ceNo! Nothing!

So, we've got a problem,a€- | said. a€ceWhat?a€- Lend yelled.
a€ceWe've got a problem!a€s | shouted. a€ceNo, | heard that. | mean,
what's the problem now?

It's a good thing we're pretty to look at,” | said as Lend sat down on the
orange plastic seats next to me. "Because we don't have much else
going for us as bowlers.

Any other iron on you?a€e he asked impatiently. &€oeJust my tongue
stud.a€- His look was a mixture of curiosity and horror. &€cel'm kidding,
you idiot. Let's go.

Maybe | shouldn't mouth off to the elemental | kinda hoped was my
future mother-in-law.

Don't go alone," Lend said, his voice tight with concern. "I'll take Jack."
"Oh, wonderful, take the other psychotic guy in your life to go find the
first one.

Say what you will about zombies and their hygeine issues,at least they
kill you fast.College acceptance boards? They like to draw out the
torment as long as possible.
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Something smashed to the ground. Jack looked at me, all the mugs
forgotten. "I'm not going to let anyone kill you." He grinned. "If | don't
get to, no one should.

Knowing where | came from didn't change who | was.
Evie-you-GAH!" Lend shouted, and | looked up at him, surprised.

Be prepared,' that's my motto." He smiled smugly at me. "That, and
'Sleep whenever possible.' Oh, and 'If you don't notice it's gone, what's
the harm in me taking it?

| opened the door and Lend smiled. 'They look better on you.' '‘Wow,
they must look just awful on you then.' | smiled back.

Jack was balancing a spoon on his nose when | walked in. "You," | said
knocking it off his face. "Me!" He answered cheerfully.

Soap operas got nothing on my family history.

So who do you want to be?a€e | smiled, resting my head against his
chest. &€cel'm not sure yet, but I'm looking forward to finding out.

| start at the beginning, mentally screaming every obscenity | can in
alphabetical order. Then I start setting them to the tune of "Row, Row,
Row Your Boat
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| can't seem to keep my heart from leaking out of the cracks, like sand
clutched in a fist.

| am the ocean we lived on for two months. | am empty. | am nothing.

In the interest of not pissing you off anymore tonight, let's not select
that particular playlist.

Their smiles are lies. Most smiles are.

- "Control what an interesting word for you to be dwelling on" - "I have
other words" | scream the F-Word in my head, over and over again.

Yeah | know you're a creature of the night. Bringer of death, sucker of
blood, needer of tans, so on and so forth. And oddly enough, I'm still
unimpressed.

Sometimes | wanted to take a memory - one perfect memory - curl up
in it, and go to sleep.

Evie? Evie! Ouch!" Jack yanked his hand out of mine,shaking it and
glaring at me. "I need these fingers later.

Jack shook his head. "Not one of my many talents, sadly. But if you
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have a cherry stem | can show you a really cool one.
I've got a nine iron that says otherwise.

Give me a mirror.Or holy water. I'll drink it,even!" | gasped as someone
threw water on the side of my face. "A little warning next time would be
nice.

If | ever saw him again,he was going to get a proper introduction to
Tasey.

Jack jumped off the couch, pulling his shirt back on. "Next time,if you'd
like, I'll just come without one," he said,grinning at me.

He sighed heavily. "Girls are mean. At least faeries simply Kill you if
they don't want you around.” He put a hand on the wall, leaning against
it and tapping his foot impatiently.

Now, now, you aren't afraid of monsters in the dark, are you?" | caught
a flash of her eyes, winking wickedly at me. "No," | said, shivering. After
all, I was one of them.

No,you're officially banned from listening to us. Or thinking about this.
Or even thinking about thinking about this, understand?

Told you | was going to mess up your make up," he said, a smug grin
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on his face.

Many of the male faeries had their shirts unbuttoned and chests bare.
(How's this for freaky: no nipples or belly buttons.)

Why's the faerie so obsessed with you anyway? You're not that
cute.&€e (Arianna to Evie)

| could have melted ice, my smile was so bright.

Maybe I'm weird, but watching Lend drive was sexy.

Can't he be lonely and unbalanced around someone else's girlfriend?
He winked at her. She giggled. And | threw up a little in my mouth

VAMPIRES | see things you can't see WEREWOLVES | find things that
hunt you FAERIES | am your protector SHAPESHIFTERS But even |
can't protect you now.

Yo soy carne muerta. Translation: | am dead meat.
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