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When you get the choice to sit it out or dance, | hope you dance.

| think you can have moderate success by copying something else, but
if you really want to knock it out of the park, you have to do something
different and take chances.

And | hate to see artists who are real safe. | love to see artists swing for
the fences sometimes.

I'm a businesswoman. | am a music lover. | like for people to like my
music. When you listen to top 40 radio, you hear pop stuff. You hear
rock stuff. You hear all these different influences

| hope you still feel small when you stand beside the ocean.
When you come close to selling out, reconsider.

And to me, | had come out of Texas, and during that time was when |
realized that a lot of people in Nashville, their idea of what country
music was was not the same as mine.

| hope you never lose your sense of wonder. You get your fill to eat,
but always keep that hunger. May you never take one single breath for
granted. God forbid love ever leave you empty handed.

Never settle for the path of least resistance
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| can see me continuing to make the best music | can, and let the chips
fall where they may.

| don't sing country music because I'm not capable of singing other
kinds of music; | sing it because | think it's the most beautiful kind of
music there is

His smile brought back the best times, sweet memories of nights
together... stirring up those old feelings that got me thinkin' bout
forever.

The satisfaction that | get from doing what | do is not what | thought. |
thought it would be that I'd feel like a star, I'd feel important. But | don't

Nominations come and go. It is not going to happen to you every year,
and | am very well aware of that

And | think that's a singer's job. You know, to really interpret a lyric.
There's an art to it, and | think some people are really great at it, like
Tammy Wynette and George Jones and Tony Bennett.

When you really are country, and you don't just wear it like a piece of
clothing or something, you really can't get away from it. It just is who
you are
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We have never seen a career like George Strait's in this business, and |
venture to say we never will again. He has handled things amazingly
well.

| love my little Mac G4 computer and we just had Internet installed on
the bus... we all have little Macs actually, there's four of us on the bus,
and we all just sit there and surf the Internet!

| don't go out that much anymore, unfortunately. | used to enjoy it, but
I'm just so busy. Like last night, everybody else went out, and | just
went straight home and went to bed.

You know, you want everything you do, obviously, to be a success
critically and commercially. But what you find out as you go along is
that everything won't.

| think it is very important in this business to be an individual

Well, probably having to be away from home. When | come back | kind
of feel like there's a routine going on that I'm not a part of, so that can
be difficult.

And | also have a camera, a Web cam, and | have one at home, so |
can hook up and talk to the girls, and they can see me while we're on
the bus in the middle of nowhere.

In my office, | have framed album covers by Dottie West, Connie Smith,
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Tammy, Dolly, Loretta and Jessi Colter.

My first big show was with Tim McGraw and Mark Chesnutt, and that
was overwhelming. There was probably 25,000 people there. | was
nervous, (but it) was exhilarating.

The one who actually decided that | should keep my name was my
manager, Erv Woolsey.

There's no great guitarist that doesn't sit down and listen to Chet Atkins
and Eddie Van Halen, and all these other great players.

But I'm also a music lover, and I'll always try a lot of different things.

| came to town thinking that everybody had the same idea of what
country music was that | did.

I'm the most low-maintenance person on the road.

I'm not afraid to go out on a limb, style-wise or with lyrics. | don't ever
want to be afraid to cut those types of songs because radio might not

play it.

Maybe, | want her to do anything she wants, but | hope her interest in
singing stays high.
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