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At one level Great Britain at the beginning of the 18th century was like
the Christian doctrine of the Trinity, both three and one, and altogether
something of a mystery.

A fundamental reason why Britain was not torn apart by civil war after
1688 was that its inhabitants' aggression was channelled so regularly
and so remorsely into war and imperial expansion abroad.

In Great Britain, woman was subordinate and confined. But at least she
was also safe.
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