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The problem is we bear grudges that go a thousand years into the past.
Really, | could find people who begrudge the Greeks for doing awful
things to the Bulgarians more than a thousand years ago.

The clash of religion. We've had to coexist for hundreds of years in
Bulgaria, in the Balkans, and we still don't get along. It's a reason for so
much tragedy.

In certain places, not always, there are moments where | tried to
convey in English a sense of foreignness. | wanted the reader to get the
sense that another language is being spoken.

When | was writing in Bulgarian, | could hide behind beautiful prose.

Words physically have power to bring things into existence.
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