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The choice of personnel, perhaps the most important choice (because
'‘people are policy'), never proceeds according to plan, but there have
been some successful transitions that upheld high standards.

If you love your children, if you love your country, if you love the God of
love, clear your hands from slaves, burden not your children or your
country with them.

In general, any incoming administration must carefully examine (‘vet')
its nominees for high public office.

Unlike the Reagan and Bush Administrations, with but one exception,
the Clinton administration failed to reach out to Republicans in creating
a new team, and eventually paid a political price.

Naming a transition team varies with the intentions of the candidate;
some candidates have been careful to name a transition team as much
as a year in advance.

Certainly, the Bush Administration will rely in the first instance on its
friends, since it would be both illogical and counterproductive to reward
its adversaries.

The single most important aspect of the Transition involves the
selection of personnel to manage the transfer of responsibility. The law
provides roughly ten weeks to accomplish this process.
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The Leader will be a person with the management skills to coordinate
the activities of the Team, and to assure that the Team remains faithful
to the objectives of the incoming President.

A skilled Transition Team leader will set the general goals for a
Transition, and then confer on the other team leaders working with him
the power to implement those goals.

A Bush Administration will, | believe, enjoy a better relationship with the
new Congress, although President-elect Bush will be faced with real
challenges in getting along with the Congress.

This land, which we have watered with our tears and our blood, is now
our mother country, and we are well satisfied to stay where wisdom
abounds and gospel is free.
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