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Real life is sometimes boring, rarely conclusive and boy, does the
dialogue need work.

How many fingers am | holding up?" he inquired. Lucille regarded him
blearily and said, "Avocado.

Also, vampires don't eat food. You never get to eat chocolate again.
Ever. I'd rather die.

Wearing that? Wouldn't you fancy a shapeless cardigan instead? You
rock a shapeless cardigan, honey.

When Jared smiled, his teeth were stained with fresh scarlet. "Don't you
hate me?" he demanded. "I'd hate me." "You just tried to drown
yourself," Ash said. "You seem to hate yourself plenty already.

Which brings us to the least sexy word in the English language, kids,"
Dad said, kicking back in his chair. "Inbreeding. Avoid it.

Technically speaking, you drive like a rabid chicken who has hijacked a
tractor.

Jared glared. Some people, Kami knew, had bedroom eyes. She was
saddened to have to admit that Jared had filthy alleyway eyes.

| am in full possession of the amazing power of being sarcastic.
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Alan: Conning people out of their savings. Forgery. Blackmail. Selling
real estate on Mars. We could have it all. You with me, Bambi?" Sin:
"Clive, | was with you from 'I'm a social worker.

She hesitated, then reached out to Jared in her mind, and uncertainty
washed away in the wave of reassurance she got back.

Not really a party until someone brings the surprise zombies.

Jared told her he used to be an exotic dancer in San Francisco.' 'My
body is a gift from God,' Jared said gravely. 'Except for my hips, which
are clearly a gift from the deuvil.

Fear's useless. Either something bad happens or it doesn't: If it doesn't,
you've wasted time being afraid, and if it does, you've wasted time that
you could have spent sharpening your weapons.

Good practice, everyone," Rusty said at last. "Light on the actual
learning, heavy on the emotional catharsis, and thanks to Jared | think |
need a rabies shot, but them's the breaks.

It's bits of dead cow; don't ask it to perform miracles.

Why were you even there?" Kami asked. "Were you following me
home?" "Are you asking me if | was stalking you?" "Maybe," said Kami.
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"Were you?" "Yeah," said Jared. "Little bit.

If the truth didn't help anyone, and love didn't last, what was there left to
struggle toward?

I'd rather live laughing for one year than live without laughing for one
hundred.

Not doing things you can do is the whole point of laziness. Not doing
something you can't do is just sensible.

Forest deep, silent bells There's a secret no one tells Valley quiet,
water still Lynburns watching on the hill Apples red, corn gold Almost
everyone grows old

| was thinking." "I see no evidence of that, Jared." Kami said.

Kami'd always retold her fairy tales to make the fair maidens braver and
more self-sufficient, but she had never had any real objection to the
handsome prince.

You're dying every minute, but you won't die yet.

There are none so deaf as those listening to &€"All by Myself' over and
over and over again.
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You're dressed for dancing," she said in her throaty stage voice. "Being
undressed for dancing occured to me, but | didn't think Merris would
like it.

Chimes?" Phyllis asked. "Chimes to call a lover? Chimes with the voice
of a bird trapped in them? Chimes that play you whatever song you
most desire to hear?" "No thanks," said Nick. "We've got MTV.

Remember," he called. "Just be yourself, and everyone will love you!"
Nick rolled his eyes and made a rude gesture, and Alan drove the car
away laughing.

| don't think he likes girls", | said. "Or boys. Look at the horror on his
face. He doesn't look like a people person.

Personally, I'd prefer a guy who wants to see my boobs.

Your timing is amazing," Kami told him. "By which | mean, | am amazed
by it.

Don't feel bad, Angela," Kami said. "You know guys, they only want one
thing. Repartee. | can't count how many times men have admired my
well-turned phrases.

If | beat my against this desk, maybe things will make sense," Angela
murmured. "Or if | beat someone else's head against this desk...." She
eyed Jared speculatively
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One of the lambs fixed its attention on Jared. a€ceBaa,a€- it flirted.
a€0eBo0,a€- said Jared. &€ceOh my God, Jared. Don't tough-talk the
lambs.&€- "It was giving me a funny look.

Better overcautious than missing a jugular vein, as the saying goes."
That was a very morbid saying. Maybe only vampire said it.

Words felt so clumsy when she was talking about feelings and not
facts.

The Lynburns built this town on their blood and bones." "That was their
first mistake," Jared said. "They should've built a city on rock and roll.

| only date college guys.a€« a€ceYou don't know any college guys,a€e
Kami pointed out. Angela's gaze went to Kami, and she smiled.
a€oeWhich leaves me with more time for napping.

| have a serious girls' night question for you,a€e said Kami. a€cel know
you're new to this, but | will require an answer quickly. Are you
prepared to eat at least five A©clairs tonight?

| read books, but | do it because | want to - because it's like an escape
in my head, like being with you.

| can try to wheedle information out of people," Holly offered. "For which
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I'll need a lower-cut top.
| can smite you " Nick grumbled. "Anytime | like.

Actually," Alan said, earnest and clear-eyed, "this is my first time
playing poker.

And they all lived happily ever after (barring death, divorce, arrest for
tax fraud, that incident with the pool boy...)

Hark," he said, his tone very dry. "What stone through yonder window
breaks?

Nick subjected him to a long, judgmental stare. "There's something very
wrong with you," he said at last. "I thought you should know.

Love always costs more than you can afford to pay," he said. "And it's
always worth the price.

She walked beside Jared, four inches of rain-dashed darkness between
her hanging wrist and his.

Sorry-in-the-Vale, Sorriest River, Crying Pools," said Jared. "Is the
quarry called Really Depressed Quarry?
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And about that," he continued. "Now that Kami and | have met, she
likes me better than you. So you can leave.

| hate this, | want this to stop, how are we supposed to live with this,
and how am | supposed to walk away? You're real and | hate you for it.

She was kind of in love with him.

Once you start thinking about the lies people tell when they don't know
they're telling them, the truths people reveal when they think they're
lying, then you can start to build a world.

The word 'home’, it seemed, once learned, was a hard one to forget.

| don't trust men everybody likes. Being nice isn't the same as being
good.

Nothing else ever mattered to me, and you weren't even real. All | ever
wanted was you.

Being able to depend on someone doesn't mean you're dependent on
them.

Oh, Alan Ryves," she said. "You're such a fantastic liar. You are the
smoothest con man of them all.
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Sometimes | want to be human for you.

Oh no, Nick" Jaime said in tones of supremely unconvincing shock,
"how could you? When my back was turned for one momement. And
my food was so delicious.

It is always about you for me.
Sometimes | feel better around you. | kind of like your face' -Nick

Sin met Mae and Alan coming into the flat. Mae frowned. "Is it no-shirts
festival day?" "Every day with Nick is no-shirts festival day," Alan said
absently, but he was frowning too.

Nick looked vaguely homicidal, but that was sort of his default
expression.

| want to burn the world because Alan is gone," he said. "l want to
destroy everything | see. But you mean something to me. | will not
destroy the world, because it has you in it.

| don't have your way with words "Sin said. "So I'm just going to go with
a quick response. Ha

| don't lie to you," Alan said. "l lie WITH you." Sin stopped looking up at
him from under her eyelashes and burst out laughing. Alan went red.
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"So I've just realized how that come out. Uh.

| don't have deal breakers," Alan said. "l look on tempests, and am
never shaken.

Maybe he likes the look of Mae," Nick drawled. "Don't be ridiculous."
Nick raised his eyebrows. "Does he like the look of Jamie?

If | wasn't going to be a world-famous journalist and if | didn't have such
respect for truth and justice, | could be an amazing master criminal.

| realise people exist who don't read. But it's like | knew there were
people who didn't breathe or eat: | can't imagine a life like that.

Your soul is like the souls of a thousand monkeys on crack, all
smushed together.

You couldn't do it?" Rob Lynburn sneered. "I know her," Ash said in a
low voice. "l can't... hurt someone | know.

| have changed my mind. You can help cook by standing in a corner
and not touching anything. Do it carefully. -Nick to Jamie

For a moment, they all stood staring at each other. Then Holly
shattered the stillness by throwing herself at Angela. "God, Angie!" she
exclaimed, arms locked around her neck. "What Happened?
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Get down,a€« he whispered. a€cel'm way ahead of you,a€e Jamie said
from the floor

I'm always on your side.

Foul!" yelled Jamie, who seemed extremely happy not to be the one
facing a blade. "Distracting technique! Put your shirt back on right now.

| saw you put rice in a toaster once," said Mae. "l was there when made
the tin of beans explode." "It was faulty," Jamie protested, his eyes
shifty. " | am sure of this.

Oh my gosh,Nick. You're not wearing a shirt! This must be one of those
exciting days ending in Y.

Oh," she said, in a very different way. "Well. Thanks for my part in the
compliment. Naturally I'd love to be watched and controlled, but | think |
may be washing my hair that day.

He only shot one person," Nick remarked. "But the night is young." . . .
Forgive him, he has no manners." | get by on good looks," Nick said.

My life was going to flash before my eyes, but it decided to hide behind
my eyes and quake with terror instead.
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Some magicians are rich, some are famous, some are stupidly
good-looking." Jamie gave Nick a rather complicated look. Nick raised
an eyebrow. 'Some of us manage to be stupidly good-looking on our
own.

| don't really get scared. Want to know what else i don't feel?" PITY

In two words," said Alan quietly, "there is nothing I love half as much as
you.

Friends don't menace friends with giant terrifying swords, okay?

Do you mean am | worried about people seeing me with my jeans off?
Sure. Sometimes people are overcome. They fall down. They hit their
heads. It's worrying.

You're barely even wearing a shirt! What are you going to do if a
mugger jumps out at you, flash them?

Would it help if I stood around uselessly not knowing what to say?

Hey, Jamie,' said Seb. 'Want a lift?' 'Hey, Seb,"' Jamie responded
without missing a beat 'Drop dead.

Been chatting much with Jared?" "We often have special moments
where | come into a room and he immediately leaves," Kami said. "I
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treasure those times.
They should've built a city on rock and roll.

| don't really dance for pleasure much." "Uh--so you, uh, usually dance
professionally, or what?" Seb asked. "Yeah," said Nick. "The ballet is
my passion.

Nick is driving us," Jamie informed him. "Nick has a car. Nick has TWO
cars. Ha!

Mae, he made me go out for a run," Jamie called out. "Tell him | don't
run!" "Jamie and | are lilies of the field. We toil not, neither do we jog,"
Mae informed Nick.

Want me to flex my magic for you, baby?

Lillian shut her eyes briefly, as if she hoped when she opened them she
would behold a world in which people never said ridiculous things.

She had worried that she would break if her heart broke, but she wasn't
broken. she had lost everything, but she was not lost. It seemed a
worthwhile thing to know.

| don't mean to cast a dark shadow on all your hopes and dreams,
except of course | do, because that is who | am. I'm a dream ruiner.
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