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You get educated by traveling.

Any decision | make is based on myself, and the only person | have to
give an explanation to is God.

| think many people, especially from other cultures, just don't
understand the role hair plays in Black women's lives.

As an artist, everybody has the opportunity to celebrate and speak their
truth.

| have to learn how to say no a lot. Life is too short for anything else.

| actually love my natural hair when it's in a twist out and it's been slept
on for five days and revived by the steam of the shower.

We are getting an education of a lifetime. We're actually out there in the
real world.

Style is the way we communicate who we are to people before we open
our mouths.

The album ['A Seat at the Table'] really feels like storytelling for us all
and our family and our lineage.
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| don't really have guilty pleasures. Anything musically that | fully, fully
believe, is good no matter who the artist is, no matter what the
marketing is behind it, | stand pretty firm.

I've let go of being a super perfectionist on every single note and
wanting the pitch to be absolutely perfect all of the time. | grew up
watching the best of the best.

It is always an honor to work with those that share your passion for
music and just enjoy making great music.

You're just so excited that you have this record deal or this movie
opportunity that you don't stand up for yourself and say, This is what |
want to do.

There's a lot of situations where | feel irony involved when R&B and
hip-hop is expressed in the indie worlds. There's a lot of times when |
feel like the juxtaposition becomes a thing.

He [ the son]'s grown up listening to all types of music, and the natural
form of rebellion is to find the one genre that maybe he hasn't listened
to and to make that his thing.

I'm a fan of hip-hop and I love it, | by no means am an expert on it.

When you're younger, you get shoved a lot. You don't really have a
say-so.
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What's important is that my family and | are all good.

| remember being really young and having this voice inside that told me
to trust my gut. And my gut has been really, really strong in my life. It's
pretty vocal and it leads me.

| have been writing songs since | was 9 years old, so writing has and
always will be my first love and passion.

One of the things I'm most proud of about myself is my ability to fail in
front of the world. You have to have that attitude when you want to
experiment in art, in music, in writing, or in fashion.

So much of your identity in junior high is built on who you're with. You
see the world through the lens of how you identify and have been
identified at that time.

| actually was a ballet dancer - | studied ballet from three until 13 - but
like very seriously, that's what | wanted to do. | wanted to be a
contemporary ballet dancer. | wanted to go to Juilliard.
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