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Some things are best left a blur. Births and Visa Bills.

When | shop, the world gets better, and the world is better, but then it's
not, and | need to do it again. (Confessions of a Shopaholic-the movie)

| chose to publish the first 'Shopaholic' book under a pseudonym
because | wanted it to be judged on its own merits.

There's no luck in business. There's only drive, determination, and
more drive.

Life is like an escalator. You see, it carries you on regardless. And you
might as well enjoy the view and seize every opportunity while you're
passing. Otherwise, it'll be too late.

| had a craving for pineapple and a pink cardigan" - Becky Bloomwood
Shopaholic and Baby

Our eyes met in the math class. How were we to know that
trigonometry would lead to matrimony?

This is what happens. You tell your friends your most personal secrets,
and they use them against you.

| love new clothes. If everyone could just wear new clothes everyday, |
reckon depression wouldn't exist anymore.
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Wow. I've never been a VIP before. I've never even been a IP.
Look into your heart- and go after what you really want.

It's like I'm thirteen again and he's my crush. All I'm aware of in this
entire roomful of people is him. Where he is, what he's doing, who he's
talking to.

Honestly, it's so easy to get what you want from people if they think
you're a psycho.

Life would be a lot easier if conversations were rewindable and
erasable, like videos. Or if you could instruct people to disregard what
you just said, like in a courtroom.

sometimes you don't need a goal in life, you don't need to know the big
picture. you just need to know what you're going to do next!

The truth is, some relationships are supposed to last forever, and some
are only supposed to last a few days. That's the way life is.

I'm blushing at my own stupid, nonsensical, meaningless thought
process, which, by the way, nobody knows about except me.
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So | buy it. The most perfect little cardigan in the world. People will call
me the Girl in the Gray Cardigan. I'll be able to live in it. Really, it's an
investment.

The trouble with giving yourself a pep talk is, that deep down you know
it's all bullshit.

The thing with giving up is you never know. You never know whether
you could have done the job. And I'm sick of not knowing about my life.

Once you've started cheating, does it really matter what your methods
are?

I'm allergic to family occasions. Sometimes | think we'd do better as
dandelion seeds-no family, no history, just floating off into the world,
each on our own piece of fluff.

In the end, you have to choose whether or not to trust someone.

Honestly, shopping beats therapy, anytime. It costs the same and you
get a dress out of it.

Never give up on something you really want. However impossible
things seem, there's always a way.

You fall in and out of love, but when you really love someone...it's
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forever.
People who want to make a million borrow a million first

There's no such thing as ruining your life. Life's a pretty resilient thing, it
turns out.

You can't just switch off your feelings because the other person did.

We all fail to appreciate each day just how much we already possess.
Light, air, freedom, the companionship of friends.

My life has changed, and I'm changing with it.

If you can't be honest with your friends and colleagues and loved ones,
then what is life all about?

And maybe now you'll start treating everybody with respect. Not just the
people you think are important.

It's just the way things are. And you can't dwell on what might have
been. You have to look at what is.

A real relationship is two-way.
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she doesn't really have a sense of humor. | think she'd like to have
oneda€”it's just that she doesn't quite understand what jokes are for.

Everyone's moving on without me, into a world | don't understand.

Like most of us, I'm used to juggling about 52 roles in life. Wife. Mother.
Sister. Friend. Author. Sometimes | feel a bit ‘'multiple-personality’.

Every time | mention her, Magnus says, "Are you two getting along?" in
raised, hopeful tones, like we're endangered pandas who need to make
a baby.

If my writing comes to a halt, | head to the shops: | find them very
inspirational. And if | get into real trouble with my plot, | go out for a
pizza with my husband.

I'll show Luke | can fit into the city. I'll show him | can be a true New
Yorker. I'll go the gym, and then I'll eat a bagel, and I'll ... shoot
someone, maybe? Or maybe just the gym will be enough.

| did a lot of shopping for her in Tokyo because the colors here are very
conservative. A shopaholic would have a coat in every color and lots of
accessories

We're on this planet for too short a time. And at the end of the day,
what's more important? Knowing that a few meaningless figures
balanceda€’or knowing that you were the person you wanted to be?
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Our whole family thrives under pressure. It's like our family motto or
something. Apart from my brother Peter, of course. He had a nervous
break down. But the rest of us.

Shopping is actually very similar to farming a field. You can't keep
buying the same thing, you have to have a bit of variety. Otherwise you
get bored and stop enjoying yourself.

To have someone who never makes a mistake, never finds her
personal life in disarray, never worries about work-life balance? | think
that would be unreal. What Im writing is real.

My voice is clotted with unshed tears.

Don't think about it. Don't think about what could have been. It's too
unbearable.

And we spend the rest of the evening getting very pissed and eating ice
cream, as we always do when something good or bad happens to
either one of us.

I've always had this deep-down conviction that I'm not like everybody
else, and there's an amazingly exciting new life waiting for me just
around the corner.
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If you want something you can't afford, think what else that money
could buy: a week's groceries, a month's rent, or a weekend away. That
will put things into perspective.

You never know how things are going to turn out, however much you
plan. But you already know that.

There's genuine pain in Eric's eyes. And | feel a stab of guilt. But you
can't stay with people because of guilt.

Suddenly I've had enough of all this. I've had enough of being made to
feel insecure and paranoid and wondering what's going on

Jeez Louise. | know why rich people are so thin: it's from trekking
around their humongous houses the whole time.

I've never written a children's book, but when people meet me for the
first time and | say | write books, they invariably reply, 'Children's
books?' Maybe it's something about my face.

| can see the warmth. He's falling for me.

Everyone keeps saying I'll pick it up. But what if | don't? | did algebra for
three years, and | never picked that up.

Still, that's the point of love; you love someone despite their flaws.
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Your father always tries to see the good side of people; to find the
excuse. But sometimes there isn't a good side. There isn't an excuse.
(Mom - to Lara Lington)

...you may be able to sway people's heads. But you can't sway their
hearts.

Oh, this shouldn't be allowed. There should be a rule which says that
people you've met in the gym should never meet you in real life.

I'm sitting at the dinner table, wearing my future mother-in-law's
underwear. It's like some twisted dream that you wake up and thinkL
Crikey Moses! Thank God that didn't really happen!

If your life's at a juncture and you need to think about things, there's
nowhere better than home. However old you are.

I'll have to admit, he really does have quite a smile.Kind of
heart-stopping, especially as it comes out of nowhere. | mean... you
know. If your heart was in the kind of place to be stopped.

Sam doesn't hesitate for a minute. 'You say, "Mr and Mrs Tavish, you're
making me feel inferior. Do you really think I'm inferior or is it just in my
mind?
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There are moments in life that the white-chocolate Magnum ice cream
was invented for, and this is one of them.

| mean, when | think about it, what's more important? Clothes - or the
miracle of new life?

If it's in the bin, it's public property.
I'm an impulse buyer. | don't really go out with a list.

Obviously this is engagement ring city. Couples are wandering along
and girls are pointing through the windows and the men are smiling but
all look slightly sick whenever their girlfriends turn away.

| can't get over this. Dad isn't Sam's dad? Dad is a friend? How was |
supposed to know that? People shouldn't be allowed to sign
themselves as Dad unless they are your dad. It should be the law.

| bet he never goes on YouTube. He's too busy. It's only tragic cases
like you and me who are always online.

If you look good, you feel good!

| can't cook. | don't have the right brain for it, somehow. | can't walk into
a room and tidy it up. | get distracted. | pick up one thing and | start
looking at it. And my cooking is truly heinous.
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That's the trouble with having the whole world love you. One day, you
wake up and it's flirting with your best friend instead. And you don't
know what to do. You're thrown.

| know this is our honeymoon. But just sometimes, | wish Luke was a
girl.

Everyone knows the first rule of business is "Look good during
confrontations.” Or if it isn't, it should be.

Women need chocolate. It's a scientific fact.

The thing about lying to your parents is, you have to do it to protect
them. It's for their own good.

Maybe my identity's been stolen. Or maybe | was sleep-shopping!
A mistake isn't a mistake unless it can't be put right.

That's the way it goes. Some things happen and some things don't.
This one is obviously just wasn't meant to be. Except deep down... | still
believe it was.

It really is the year 2007. Which means | must be... Oh my God. I'm
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twenty-eight. I'm old.

Sometimes, when | can't get to sleep, | imagine all the rules I'd invent if
| ever got to be in charge of the world.

But you can't stay with people because of guilt. Or because they can
drive a speedboat.

All this time, | wasn't hungry for success, | was hungry.

Relationships are all about trust and equality. If one person shares,
then the other person should share, too.

They said | was a valued customer. Now they send me hate mail.

Books are educational; so you can buy as many as you want." Sophie
Kinsella, shopping at the Limelight Marketplace

| am not a label snob and have learned that the thrill of shopping can be
just as great, if not more so, when you find a bargain.

You won't let me buy any clothes. Now you won't let me buy a road
map, either! | need to spend some money or I'm going to go crazy!

When | was your age, if a boy behaved badly, one simply scored his
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name out from one's dance card. (Sadie Lancaster - to Lara Lington)

Life takes us on different paths... It's not up to us to evaluate or judge
them, merely respect and embrace them. (Lara Lington - to Sadie
Lancaster)

| change my mind so much, I'm better going on my own. Shopping is a
selfish activity anyway.

A party like this isn't about the surprise factor. It's about someone going
to so much trouble that it just... overwhelms you.

Life's too short for minimalism.

| need good coffee!" | say in horror. "It's my only luxury! | can't live with
my parents and drink bad coffee. It's not humanly possible. Becky
talking about cutting back with her parents.

You don't need to change one hair. One freckle. One little toe. And if its
me thats made you feel you should do this..then there's something
wrong with me. -Luke Brandon

Emma, your granddad's on the line,a€« says Artemis, putting her hand
over the receiver. a€ceSomething about the night bus and he'll never
trust you again?
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