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During the Cold War era, the issue was the containment of Soviet
influence, and we tolerated many an authoritarian regime as long as
they were useful to us in this respect.

It is important that the Iragi people have confidence in the election
results and that the voting process, including the process for vote
counting, is free and fair.

The U.S. and Iraq will work together next year to shift Iragi resources
from unproductive subsidies to productive uses that enable Iragis to
earn livelihoods.

Success in Iraq will be a major setback for terrorists and a major asset
for the security of this region. The struggle for Iraq is the struggle for the
future of the world.

| don't believe that military intervention is always the right approach.
What we need is a comprehensive strategy, one that advances
democratization, economic reforms and equal rights for women.

Today we're seeing fundamental conflicts within political Islam, with the
fundamentalists on the one side and the moderates on the other. Who
gains the upper hand means a great deal to the world.

| consider the modernization of the Middle East the central challenge of
our time. This region behaves as if it were disturbed, if you'll excuse the
clinical expression.
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Iran is undertaking a massive effort to expand its influence in southern
Irag. At the same time, that influence decreases the more the political
process in Iraq progresses.

We can't say whether Tehran is supporting Al Qaeda, but we do know
that al-Qaida people come here from Pakistan through Iran.

The terrorists want civil war. Al-Qaida is attacking Shiites. The Shiite
militias are taking revenge on the Sunnis. And the Sunnis are become
more extremist, with some joining al-Qaida.

In my job | do my best to look forward.

The national unity government will need to implement a program that
brings all Iraqis together, builds a happy future for the people of Iraq,
and gets Irag to stand on its own feet.

| constantly signal to the Iraqi leaders that our patience, or the patience
of the American people, is running out.
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